November 1, 1674) 


Christendom, 


THE 
NEWS OF THE CHURCHES. 


THE MONTH. 
Szipom has any event in the domestic life of the Royal Family of England ex- 
cited greater public interest, or awakened more sympathetic feeling in all classes 
of society, than the visit of the Prince of Wales to India. The importance, socially 
and politically, both of this event iteelf and of the iesues to which, under Provi- 
dence, it may ultimately lead, is clear and manifest to all. It is the expression, on 
behalf of the Heir-Apparent of the Crown, of a kindly interest in the well-being of 
millions of people, separated from Great Britain by nearly half the globe, but over 
whom he will one day probably be called to reign. It is not merely a tour of 
curiosity, undertaken simply from the love of travel, but is designed to draw more 
closely the bonds which unite India to England, and to produce an impression both 
upon the people and the native Princes of the East favourable to British rule. The 
unprecedented character of the occasion adds to the emotion it has caused. Never 
before has any heir to the throne adventured on an expedition so remote. Without 
exaggerating the perils of the journey, it would be futile to deny that the Prince 
encounters somewhat more than the risks of .rdirary travellers, or those which the 
prospective Sovereign of this great country is commonly allowed to incur. Under 
such circumstances, true Christians should feel the occasion to be one that calls for 
special prayer to God; both for the personal protection of the Prince and for the 
fulfilment of the ends for which this visit has been undertaken. There is, however, 
one aspect of this event which has hardly received the attention it deserves—its 
effect upon the native Christians of India, and its bearing on the cause of Chris- 
tian missions there. The Christian natives of India—the seals and tokens of a bless- 
ing from on high on missionary enterprise and zeal—are growing in numbers and in 
influence, and may claim a place amongst the most loyal subjects of the British 
Crown. The missionaries of all societies who labour in that vast peninsula neither 
desire nor seek any special patronage from earthly rulers, nor would they wish that 
any peculiar marks of favour or distinction should, by those who represent the 
Crown, be conferred either on themselves or on their flocks; yet would it be a 
becoming and a graceful act were the Prince personally to express his appreciation — 
of their self-denying work, and his kindly interest in those who, as the result of 
that work, and in the face of difficulties which we in this country can scarcely 
understand, now profess the sdme religion with himself. This, we are informed on 
high authority, is likely to be done; and for the sake of the Prince himself we 
heartily rejoice in the announcement. It is not so much for the sake of the con- 
verts to the Gospel, although, despised and persecuted as they often are, such tokens 
of sympathy in high quarters could not fail to cheer their hearts ; still less ie it for | 
the sake of the missionaries, who, influenced by the highest motives, are satisfied 
with the approbation of their conscience and their God: but it is only right that 
the heir to the sovereignty of British’ India should know that for such ills as may 
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afflict that country the Gospel is the only panacea, and that, believing this to be the 
case, he should unhesitatingly avow that belief, and express his admiration for the 
men who strive unceasingly to bring the natives of Ludia into willing subjection to 


the Divine Redeemer of the world. 


— 


In the present state of Europe, and with the interest so generally felt just now in 
relation to religious movements, special importance attaches to the Conference of the 
Evancelical Alliance at Belfast. As events which betoken the stirrings of religious 
life amidst the nations rapidly succeed each other, the more clearly is it seen that 
the great brotherhood of Evangelical Christians, united as they are, notwithstanding 
all diversities of denomination or of country, in the bonds of a common faith in the 
Divine Redeemer of mankind, have a prominent part to play in the settlement of 
these great questions which so largely affect the well-being, and have so practical a 
bearing on the destinies, of the various nationalities both of Europe and America. 
‘Under a deep sense of the responsibility thence devolving on them, have those 
Christian men—most of them occupying spheres of personal influence and honour 
in their own various localities—who are, as we write, discussing the great questions 
we have thus indicated, met together at Belfast. Both at home and abroad may 
be fouad subjects worthy of their most serious and prayerful thought, and of their 
most earnest and practical deliberation. The rapid development, notwithstanding all 
checks and impediments, of Romanizing error in our own country ; the fierce conflict 
now being waged upon the Continent between the Civil Power and the See of Rome, 
with its pretensions to universal and supreme authority; and the dangers which 
threaten the cause of religious freedom in more countries than one,—all] claim their 
attention, and will doubtless receive the consideration they so urgently demand. 
The present seems to be a crisis both in the political and the religious history of 
Spain. Now or never, when a new Constitution will shortly (as it is presumed) be 
submitted to the Cortes; now, when the forces of the Ultramontane Pretender have 
received a check, and the Carlists are once more driven to the mountains ; now, when 
the Papal Nuacio, by his audacious demands for the re-establishment of persecation, 
has aroused the indignation of all classes of Spaniards except the blindest and most 
priest-ridden adherents of the Papacy,—seems to be the time when the legitimate 
influence both of England and the other European States may and ought to be used 
with the Government of King Alfonso to prevent the perpetration of that outrage 
on ity-and modern civilization which the denial of religious freedom would 
involve, and to hold it to its recent declaration to the Vatican that it feels itself 
“compelled to accept accomplished facts, and to respect religious toleration.” Nor is 
a less firm and uncompromising attitude called for in reference to Turkey, The 
shuffling, evasive conduct of the Sultan's Cabinet with regurd to the cruelties inflicted 
on the Ansairyeh converts, who are still suffering the unmerited penalties of their 
faithful adherence to the faith of Christ, proves that no trust can be placed in the 
promises of Turkish Ministers of State, and that if Great Britain is warranted in 
demanding from the Porte the fulfilment of treaty obligations, she must more boldly 
and persistently than heretofore insist that barbarities which contravene the first 
principles of justiee and humanity shall at once and effectually be stopped. England 
has special claims on Turkey, and, as already has been well observed, it would be 
weakness in her any longer to be put off with excuses and denials which contradict 
themselves, and are im flagrant opposition to the direct testimony of Christian men 
of unimpeachable integrity and honour. In parsuing a decided policy on this matter, 
our Government, and indeed the Governments of other nations also, will be well 


sustained, not only by the 
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enlightened public opiaion—an opinion which cannot be safely disregarded or 


Of the greatest public interest have been the various topics dealt with by the re- 
cent Church Congress at Stoke-upon-Trent. The programme, although framed with the 
design of excluding burning questions of theology, or themes that might enkindle the 
flames of controversial strife, was, with this inevitable though mest important draw- 
back, sufficiently diversified and comprehensive. It embraced the subjects, respec 
tively, of religious revivals, of the popular scepticism of the day, of education, both 
religious and secular, and viewed both in its compulsory and volantary aspects; of 
lay agency and woman's work, of foreign missions and missionary bishoprics, of free 
and open churches, and even of funeral reform. Many of the papers and addresses 
were undoubtedly marked by great ability and force. The inaugural address of the 
Bishop of Lichfield was s remarkable production. It was full of energetic zeal and 
fervour, but conspicuous no less for want of catholicity, in the true and proper mean- 
ing of that term. Bishop Selwyn, indeed, indulged in glowing anticipations of a 
probable “reunion of Christendom,” with the English Church as the head and centre 
of the Churches, and the source of attraction for them all—even Rome itself being 
content to occupy a secondary place! But from these somewhat visionary prospects 
of a reunited Christianity all non-episcopal communions were carefully excluded. 
The Bishop's idea of catholicity is clearly of that corporate or outward type of 
which Rome itself is alike the chief exemplar and exponent. His ideal of the 
Church is mainly and essentially external, and his ideal of a union of Churches 
is therefore ecclesiastical rather than spiritual—a visible unity of form rather than 
an inward and living unity of mind and heart. The evangelical, or, in other words, 
the scriptural idea of the Universal Church on earth is not that of a gigantic corpora- 
tion, or even of a federal union or aggregate of corporate communities ; it is rather 
that of a multitude of men who, in every quarter of the globe and under all possible 
diversities of outward government and form, are nevertheless vitally united to each 
other by their common faith in Christ—their great unseen and spiritual Head—and 
their common loyalty to Him. True catholicity consists in a recognition of this great 
and glorious truth, and repudiates those narrow and exclusive views which would | 
restrict the limits; whether of a true Church or of the united Churches of Christen- 
dom, to bodies episcopally governed, or to ecclesiastical hierarchies, of whatever sort 
or kind. Whilst ideas so unfounded and intolerant obtain, the greatest possible 
obstacle is presented to the exhibition and development of real Christian unity—that 
manifestation of the oneness of His Church for which our Saviour prayed, and which 
He teaches us to regard as the prelude to the world’s conversion. Nor can Bishop 
Selwyn’s anticipations of the future of the Church be viewed as in any way coming — 
within the sphere of probability ; still less his expectations from Church Congresses in 
general, or the recent Congress in particular. Whatever good these bodies may 
accomplish—and they may undoubtedly accomplish much—the “restoration of 
docttinal unity,” or the bringing about of an identity of belief, even amongst the 
clergy of the same Church, is about the last result we should expect from such 
assemblies. In the present divided state of the English Church, it is found essential 
to practical harmony and effective action in such bodies, that questions of doctrine 
should be as far as possible avoided, as was done at the Stoke Congress. The pro, 
gress within the last twenty years of Ritualistic or Remanizing doctrines precludes 
in Church Congresses united action, or the expression ef united sentiments, on 
subjects of the highest kind. Under such circumstances, it is thought wisest to 
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ignored. 
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sach « state of things exists, any anticipations of « restoration of doctrinal unity as 
the result of Church Congresses are perfectly chimerical. 

We note with satisfaction that, at Stoke, an attempt to cast discredit on the 
Chureh Missionary Society for its supposed discouragement of the work of founding 
missionary bixhoprica, met with signal discomfiture, and that a just tribute was paid 
to ite indefatigable and successful labours in the missionary field. In relation to 
the great question of lay agency, which is daily growing in importance, it is worthy 
of remark how completely the High Church party have altered their position. Time 
was when they depreciated the work of laymen in the Church; now they assume to 
be its foremost advocates. Any way, we may rejoice that this momentous matter is 
at length receiving the attention it deserves. In educational matters, a marked 
preference, as was natural, for the denominational system in connection with Govern- 
ment grants, was not slow to make itself appear; and a very decided feeling in favour 
of compulsory education also found emphatic and distinct expression. This subject, 
as well as that of woman's work in the Church, was very fully and exhaustively 
discussed. The topic of revivals, and the consideration of how inquirers should be 
dealt with, not unnaturally led up to the subject of confession, on which antagonistic 
views were freely enunciated, although it was clear that the Ritualistic party, with 
one or two exceptions, were cautious in their approach to, and their mode of 
dealing with, the subject. The theory of sacramental confession, however, was 
boldly advocated by the Rev. C. F. Lowder, and, with equal warmth, repudiated by 
the Rev. W. Weldon ; whilst the Earl of Harrowby guve expression to the feelings 
of disgust and indignation with which the confessional is regarded, not by Evan- 
gelical Christians ulone, but by all manly and true-hearted Englishmen. The debate 
on the relative merits and advantages of sisterhoods, as compared with deaconesses, 
brought out also somewhat fully the opposite views of the antagonistic parties in the 
Congress. This, at least, we may believe, that if Congresses like that at Stoke 
afford opportanity for the free expression of opinion, even though but indirectly, 
good cannot but ensue. Unhappily, the difference between the Romanizing party 
in the Church and thove who insist on her Protestant character and doctrines is very 
far from being, as Archdeacon Emery would have us think, a difference of words, ~ 
Should there be any who yet! believe this, the proceedings of the recent Congress 
held at Stoke might of themselves suffice to convince them of their error. — 


The meetings of the Congregationat and Baptist Unions have not this year 
been wanting in their usual energy and spirit, or the comprehensiveness of the 
themes they have discussed. They have both been largely and influentially at- 
tended, and their debates have been marked by at least the full amount of earnest- 
ness and animation which is a distinguishing feature of these annual conventions. 
At the Congregational Union, the inaugural address by the Rev. Alexander Thomson, 
on “Culture and Nonconformity,” was an appropriate prelude to a discussion on a 
most important point—the supply of pastors, and the special necessity, in the present 
times, of a highly educated ministry. It seemed to be thought by many present 
movements, the Christian Church was in some 
danger of forgetting that qualifications of an evangelist were in no way adequate 
to the fulfilment of the duties of a stated pastor, who had not only to preach the 
Gospel, but to open up to those who had believed it the whole mind and will of 
God as ascertainable from Scripture. A resolution for the helding of a Conference 
of Christians, to consider the best means of bringing evangelizing efforts to bear 
upon the entire population of our country, has also been thoroughly discussed and 
heartily adopted by the Union. 2 
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At the English Synod of the United Presbyterian Clrurch, held last month at 
Liverpool, the advantages that would result'from a union of that Church with the 
English Presbyterian Church were fully set forth, and » deputation from the English 
Presbyterian Synod was warmly and heartily received. The prospects of the in- 
ven will labour 
pipe: contemplated sphere of action, and the objects it 
No more striking illustration could be found of the incompatibility of the 
spiritual supremacy of Rome with allegiance to civil authority and law than is 
afforded by the Guibord riots at Montreal. Where the Romish Church is powerful 
enough, a collision between her commands and the enactments of the Legislature, 
or the judicial decisions of the legal courts, is certain, sooner or later, to ocour ; and in 
this light the history of the Guibord case is a most fitting sequel to Mr. Gladstone's 
“ Political Expostulation.” Montreal, by these outrages, has been plunged almost 
into « state of civil war; one-half of its citizens is armed against the other; the 
law has been defied, the sanctity of the grave has been violated, an unjust stigma 
has been cast upon the dead, and the grossest insults offered to the best affections of 
the living; nay, life itself has been sacrificed in this unseemly and disgraceful 
conflict ; and all because the vengeance of the Church of Rome pursues its victims 
even to the tomb—because ambitious priests will not allow even the bodies of those 
who in life would not consent to be entirely their slaves to rest after death in 
quietness amongst the ashes of their kindred. Joseph Guibord, it seems, a Roman 
Catholic by religious profession, and a man of blameless moral life, was a member 
of the “Institut Canadien,” a literary society founded in Montreal, many years 
ago, for the benefit of French Canadians. This Instiiute includes amongst its 
members many persons of high literary reputation, and many now occupying fore- 
most position: of honour and credit in Canadian society. 1t has also many branches, 
or institutions based upon its model, in most of the towns and cities of the province, 
and appears to have produced highly favourable results as regards the educational 
status and improvement of young men. But in its library many volumes may be 
found, the titles of which are included in the “Index Expurgatorius” of Rome. 
This, in the eyes of Homish ecclesiastics, was an unpardonable sin, and in 1858 the 
Bishop of Montreal, in a pastoral letter, ordered the members to remove these 
volumes from their shelves. Compliance being refused, an altercation followed, 
which culminated in an appeal to the Supreme Pontiff, who, after four years’ delay, 
pronounced against the Institute in 1869, declaring that while the condemned books 
continued in its library, its members should be excommunicated. No submission 
following, such as the Vatican would accept, the Bishop of Montreal proceeded to 
apply and execute the sentence by declaring that the members of the society should 
be denied the rites of the Church at the time of their decease ; and Guibord dying 
at this time, the authorities of the Roman Catholic cemetery, where’ his family 
possessed a grave, would not allow his body to be buried there, but informed his 
widow that his remains could only be interred with those of criminals and suicides ! 
His widow appealed against this decision to the courts of law, and the case was 
finally brought before the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, which decided 
that, according to the law of the Roman Catholic Church in France, inherited by 
the Canadians, Guibord not having been excommunicated by name, but only 
in a general excommunication the Institute, his remains could not be denied 


right of burial in consecrated soil. There remained nothing, therefore, but to enforce 


op the law as declared by competent authority, and an order of the Crown was sent 
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for the interment; the body, since Guibord’s decease, having been 

deposited in a vault belonging to « Protestant burying-place, whence it had to be 
removed. But « rict immediately ensucs. The Bishop of Montreal, the curé of 
the parish within which the cemetery is situated, and the Roman Catholic population 


The new Ministry of Spain have, it is stated, sent a definite reply to Rome on 
the subject of the Papal Nuncio’s demands. In a Note to the Vatican they state 
that grave political exigencies, and the engagements of Spain with the other Powers 
of Europe, prevent the restoration of “Catholic unity "—in other words, of absolute 
intolerance and persecution. They declare their respect for the Concordat of 1851, 
and their desire to observe it where its provisions do not interfere with “internal” 
rights; they admit that, in various matters, it has undoubtedly been infringed, but 
add that they are compelled to accept accomplished facts. This is perhaps as much 
im the way of resistance to the Vatican as can at present be expected. It is satis- 
factory to learn from the highest Spanish authorities that “Catholic unity,” with all 
its direful results, is not viewed by them as a principle “eternal and irremovable ;” 
and that, for the present at any rate, we are to be relieved fren: ‘he fear that Spain 

will place herself in the matter of religious freedom in direct antagonism to the other 
nations of the Continent. 


The death of the Dean of Chichester removes from the Church of England one 
of the most distinguished members of the High Church party of the olden school. 
Before Ritualism had attained its present proportions and development, before even 


the doctrines of Tractarianism, as it was then styled, were fully understood or even 


known, Dr. Hook, then Vicar of Leeds, was conspicuous as an advocate of the - 
exclusive pretensions of the Anglican clergy to be the sole exponents of the Word 
_ of God in England, and the only authorized administrators of the Sacraments, His 
sermon, “ Hear the Church !” was widely circulated, and its reasoning, if not con- 
vincing, was ingenious. Dr. Hook, however, never adopted the extreme views or 
practices of the Ritualistic party. Another loss sustained by the High Church 
party is that of Dr. Forbes, Bishop of Brechin, an energetic and conscientious 
worker, but of very ultra sentiments, holding, and it is said practising, auricular 
confession. The Rev. William Edward Jelf was- the type of a more moderate 


schoo}, and the well-known author of “Quousque.” He died somewhat suddenly at. 


Hastings, where he had been staying for the restoration of his health. 


| of the city alike defy the law. The interment is resisted by « furious mob, who 
a shut the cemetery gates, fill up the grave, drive away the funeral cortége, throw 
at eb stones at the mourners, and in every way are guilty of « fiagrant violation of the 
a. public peace. Order has to be restored by force, the military are sent for, and the 
“ae first turcult is followed by something like a state of siege, in which Protestants and 
¢. Romanists, possessing themselves of arms, stand arrayed against each other. The 
occasion of a Roman Catholic ceremonial in the city next becomes the opportunity 
; 7 for an attack upon the Romanists, and street fighting, attended, it is said, with loss 
of life, is the result. All this, outrageous as it is, follows from the belief of the 
ignorant and infuriated Romanists that the authority of the priesthood is paramount 
b to every other, and that the bishops and clergy, when they and the law come into 
collision, are the parties whom the people must obey. We have no doubt that the 
LY highest civil authority will fully vindicate the law; meanwhile we are furnished 
e with one of the strongest proofs possible that qllegiance to civil law is incompatible 
| with subjection to the Church of Rome. 
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FRANCE. 
From our own Correspondent. } other ground his ancient battles with M. 
Paria, October 17, 1875. Guizot, he says in his late publication, “I 
PROTESTANT SYNOD. am not for the supernaturalism of M. Guizot. 


The Synod of the Union of Free Churches | It is strange, to say the least, to imagine a 
was held in September at Laforce (Dordogne), juggling God playing off tricks 
in the church and charitable institution of | crowd. Miracles are superfluous in the notion 
Pastor John Bost. The fresh landscape, the | of God. He does not need petty devices to 
church on the bill, the blue sky, and sunny | make His creatures believe in Him!” Were 
* south were a refreshment to eye and heart. M. Thiers alluding to the juggling devices and 
The chief event of this fourteenth seasion was false miracles of superstition, we should have 
the accession to the Union of the Free Church of nothing to say; but his use of M. Gaizot’s 
Lyons, numbering 400 members. Frontenaud | name shows that he confounds Jannes and 
and Magon, Chalon and Tournus, were pro-| Jambres with the finger of God, and that is 
posed to be called stations of evangelization ; | is the Gospel which he repudiates. He was 
these have been for some time without stated | ever a Voltairian. He shows no small ambi- 
pastor for lack of men and funds. The Com- tion when he stigmatizes the present situation, 
mission of Evangelization spent 60,000 francs | saying : “ The youth of France is like a child. 
during the last two years, and has a balance It wanders astray amid the bad lessons given 
in hand of 8,171 franca. The Commission of | to it. To escape from religious ideas which 
Theological Studies having passed through now are scarcely of any other use than to serve as 
pecaliar financial difficulties, 8,847 francs instruments to a detestable policy, it would allow 
been received, and 9,213 spent in helping ten itself to be caught by other ideas which would 
students, A regular decrease in the number | not do it a better service. It is pot well that 
of students is noticeable since 1864, when the | it should oscillate between the Syllabus and 
number wasnineteen. Interesting remarks were systematic materialism. I shall try to bring 
made on the fearful lack of pastoral vocations | it back to reason, and to keep it there!” The 
complained of in all the Churches; Profesagr great modern struggle in France between the 
Lichtenberger entreated the Synod not to | contradictory tendencies of the mind of man is 
lower the standard of learning; and the wish evidently on the ground of education. The 
was expressed that the exceptional cases of | school is becoming more and more the tilting- 
young men being ordained without having | ground of social animosities, and the main- 
through the regular course of theology | spring of party intrigue. Jesuits and 
. "The grant of | other orders, by means of their aocumulated — 
200 francs annually voted hitherto towards | wealth, can open schools whose cheapness and 
the support of the Aylise Libre was sup-| comfort tempt parents whose resources are 
pressed. The President was PastorG. Fisch. | small or whose avarice is excited, and so 
RATIONALISTIC AND INFIDEL OPINIONS. children are fed on what their parents disdain, 
The Liberal (Pationalistic) conferences of and Rome preserves or regains her influence. 
the Gard met in Nimes, and were attended by A man who, twenty years ago, gave promire 
eighty pastors and elders, presided over by Pastor | of being a star in the Christian Church, but who 
Montandon, of Paris, All decisions of general | for years past has edited a daily paper which 
importance were necessarily adjourned until | strives to undermine Christianity, says of the — 
the dectee of the Council of State on the ap- | Jesuit fanatics who are seeking to cast their 
peal against the Synod is known. The small | black robe over France: “Those men have 
sum of religious doctrine is ever diminishing | somewhat in their favour. They feel the 
among the Rationalists ; the decline is remark- | need of a hereafter, and they teke it where 
_ able in their journals, The Renaissance has | they have been taught to find it. Their 
lately published essays on “ new dogmatics” worship is grotesque if you will, but at the 
which it terms ingenious, in which life and | least they adhere to something, and that is an 
death are stated to be incarnation and disin- element of strength. I ask myself if the day 
\ carnation, old souls coming back t. ‘new bodies | will not come when for a worthless mythology, 
ad infinitum; and the author terms the teach- | devoid of thought and beauty, mankind will 
ings of Holy Writ “absurd mysticism.” In | substitute the worship of its heroes. The* 
this M. Thiers goes further, and renewing on | divine is nought else but the huinan in ite — 
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that he was welcomed as a bridge to lead out 
Ultramontanism into freethinking—is ve- 
rified. The Sisters of Charity, turned out of 


2 


As usual in France, while some places en- 
joy the full extent of liberty granted by the 
laws—even to preaching in the fields when the 
church is full, as occasion at 


meeting at Douzies, in July, where personal 
invitation was di with, came more 
within the law, although it had been held from 
time immemorial by various pastors, each time 
in a different house. A trial took place, and 
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Pastor Lachert is condemned, not for the meet- 


34 pastors, 21 evangelists and teachers, 99 
lay preachers, and about 9,889 regular atttend - 
ants on 153 places of worship. Since the 
death of Dr. Charles Cook, seventeen years since, 
500 members have been added to the Church, 


The meetings for promoting 
tinued in France; the last was at the Ban de la 


viously been to Lausanne and Neuchitel, at 


which places multitudes of thirsting souls 
crowded to the meetings. 


_ SPAIN. 
PAPAL INTOLERANCE. 


' Oran, Algeria, Sept. 29, 1875. 


month’s Evangelical Christendom, I have to 


supplement the information it conveyed by 


stating that the “ historical Moderados” did, 
shortly after, actually come out with their 
threatened “ manifesto” to the nation, pro- 
testing against religious toleration of any kind, 
even though equivocally worded and capable 
of an adverse interpretation, as is unquestion- 
worship proposed project of a new 
Constitution ; and pleading strougly for the 
uncompromising supremacy of Popery in 
full bloom and fruition. This all-important 
tubject was absorbing the attention of the press 


and filling its columns with skirmishing 


articles, till suddenly, as is usual in Spain, a 
disruption of the Ministry supervened, con- 
sequent upon a discussion on the kind of suf- 
frage by which the future Cortes are to be 
elected. The minority made a determined 
stand against universal suffrage, and compelled 
the whole Ministry to resign, whereupon a 


new Ministry was formed, with General Jo- 
vellar—late Minister of War and Commander- 
in-Chief of the Army of the Centre, fresh from 
the battle-field and the of the Seo de 
Urgel—at its head, and composed of Liberal 
members, mostly belonging to the Ministry 
just resigned. 

This event would have assuredly turned the 
current of people’s thoughts from the religious 
question to a purely political problem, but 
for the adroitness with which Mgr. Simeoni, 
the Pope’s Nuncio, threw a bombshell into the 
midst of the contending factions, the sudden 
bursting of which, full of venomous and 
bitter ingredients, created a tremendous com- 
motion in the press and in political circles. 
It consisted of a circular to the bishops, protest- 
ing against any kind of tolerance whatever, 
as wholly incompatible with the Concordat of 
1851, assumed to be still binding on the — 
Spanish nation and Government, upon the ad- — 
mission and maintenance of which alone could — 


the Roman Curia consent to uphold the throne _ 
of King Alfonso ; and broadly insinuating 


| trath and power!” Are not these men bring- 
ing te the ing at Dousiee—where there were not above 
--} the temple of God! twenty people, and no tracts were distributed — 
4 What an unbeliever told us in Geneva two | but for that at Saint Aubin, to 25 francs for the 
: | years ago, when Father Hyacinthe was almost meeting and 25 francs for tract-distribution, 
& : as the hope of the futare—viz, | with expenses. He has appealed to « higher 
court. 
> | Chapel (Rue de Provence) was celebrated last 
week ; the venerable Pastor Audebez preached 
} THR WESLEYAN CONFERENCE, 
g seemed to afford ground for hope that a re- 
Methodists number 1,908 church-member, 
: Seumane, and meetings in the open air—in 
. others the meshes are drawn tight, as at Saint | 
°s Aubin, where, in the month of June last, the | 
| young pastor of Maubeuge held, with the appro- | and 1,000 scholars to the Sunday-sechools. 
&§ | sixty perrons, almost all personally invited, | 
V after which tracts were distributed. Another | Roche, so well known as the parish of the 
Oberlin. Pastors Armand Delille 
a and Théodore and Leopold Monod had pre- 
| 


» the 
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that, failing compliance with its inexorably 
intolerant terma, the bishops had better tarn 
to Don Carlos, as the fittest prince to wield the 
sceptre of the Catholic kings of Spain! The 
Nuncio’s circular is therefore not only a pro- 
test, but a challenge to the Liberals of Spain : 
it is a sort of “ultimatum,” and « declaration 
of war on the part of the Pope! So the press 
of all shades of politica, excepting of course 
the clerical, has considered it. This out- 
rageous act of the Nuncio has terribly wounded 
the characteristic national pride, and there has 
been such an outburst of indignation against 
this “representative of aforeign potentate,” and 
such clamour for the instant dismissal of the 
Pope’s Ambassador, for his unjustifiable inter- 
meddling with the internal affairs of an in- 


of conscience in Spain than a thousand elo- 
quent orations in its favour. 

The Ministry were to meet in council im- 
i to the offend- 
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the practice of any other worship, than the 
Papal; claims supreme control over every 
branch of education ; and arrogates to itself the 
right of calling upon the secalar power to enforce 
its behests by force, imprisonment, banishment, 
or a convict’scell! It is, in a word, an instro- 


play at Popery, than to send them to Spain or 
Italy for a few months. Look at the Iberian 

its constant sunshine and azure 
sky, its incalculable wealth in minerals, 
the great fertility and productiveness of its 
soil, the natoral intelligence of its inhabit- 
ants: it surely ought to be an Eden on 
earth—a land flowing with milk and honey, 
and teeming with a contented and powerful 

instead of being a very hell of 
intrigue, selfishness, corruption, and misery, 
whose pastime is the bull-ring, and whose re- 
ligion is nothing better than outward pomp 


‘and show, Barely one in four of its inhabit- 


ants can either read or write, and yet it has 
even now an army of upwards of 40,000 
priests! One cannot help pitying its present 
youthful King, who must contrast his sur- 
roundings with the happy and ttanqail life he 
led in Protestant England. x 
It is most refreshing to my mind and spirit 
to read in this month’s Evangelical Christen- 
dom, under the heading “ Ultramontanism in 
Cadiz,” so gratifying a testimony by the Times’ 
to the success of the San 
Fernando Church, which it cost me so mach 
anxiety and labour to rear up, acting as archi- 
tect, mason, master carpenter, etc. I consider 
it no small privilege to have been instrumental 
in the Lord’s hands for rearing that unpretend- 
ing structure for His spiritual worship in the 
heart of Spain’s chief naval areenal, and within 
hearing of its marine regiments. 
church,” says the Correspondent of the Times, _ 
“holding aboat « thousand people, is filled — 
every Sunday to overflowing with aneaxious, >, 
orderly, intelligent congregation, chiefly of ray 
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ment of persecution which might well have 
been penned by a Torquemads. Such is 
Popery whererer it has the power to enforce 
its will. And yet its emissaries in England 
and other Protestant lands dare to speak of 
tolerance and liberty of conscience! And, 
| alas ! that there should be so many within 
| the Established Church of England who, to 
all intents and purposes, are doing the work 
of the detestable Jesuits, and seeking to spread 
_ that deadly poison, and thereby to enslave the 
dependent nation, as does one’s heart good to Anglo-Saxon race under that abominable and 
read. All other matters of contention have | insupportable tyranny, destructive alike of the 
eunk into insignificance by the side of this, | mental and physical well-being of nations, | 
and the religious question has again become can conceive of no better cure for the national 
uppermost, and absorbs public attention. | clergy of England who have any tendency to 
Protestants and Liberals in Spain should feel | 
greatly indebted to Mgr. Simeoni for thus | 
keeping this vital question in men's minds, | 
calling forth the most vehement and vociferous | 
protests from all classes but the Neos and the | 
minions of Ultramontane Popery. It will, ip | 
ing and aggressive stranger, and what not ; but : 
eo far as it is possible to conjecture coming 
events in that land of surprises and sudden [i 
changes, it seems more likely that the new 
Ministry will fall to pieces than that Mon- 
seigneur should retrace his steps to Rome ; for 
: he is backed by all the power of the priest- 
by a fresh batch of 
dignitaries, and by their 
Don Carlos. Already 
of a change of Ministry! 
of Spain have only themselves to 
the misery and wretchedness 
on their country, for they 
falee to their proclaimed prin- 
cope im succession played into 
of the priests, from the liberal and 
to 
any measare of public liberty with the domi- id 
asked, is the tenor! 
Spain? It is @ document which absolutely am 


recommending the Congress to “adhere firmly 


all, lest false brethren creep in among you— 
namely, those imbued with tortuous opinions, 
or those who, not considering or knowing the 
inner nature, bearing, and malignity of present 
movements, and thinking themselves wise and 
prudent, fancy themselves able to reconcile 
irreconcilable principles, and by means of 
some political compact establish concord be- 
tween religion and its bitterest adversaries, 
as though it were possible to cure a deep 
wound by applying some slight ointment to 
the skin. There are those who, on al! sides 
crying ‘ Peace,’ know not the true voice of 
peace, which consists in the tranquillity of 
true and perfect order, while they think of 
bringing about peace by spreading dissension 
among the fathers, by dissipating the strength 


‘of unity which is invincible for adversaries, 


and by favouring the enemies’ cause without 
suspecting it. Put away from you, therefore, 
the fatal ambushes of Liberal Catholicism, 
which would render your labours useless, or 
enfeeble and make them barren.” Duke 
Salviati was appointed President. In the 
course of its proceedings, the Congress voted 
a reply expressing gratitude to tle Pope for 
his letters of encouragement, and appointed a 
deputation to present this reply. The dele- 
gates of the Congress were admitted to the 
Pope’s presence in his private library. He 


addressed the delegates upon the subject of 


freedom of education for “ Catholics,” and 
upon the condition of the Press. These two 
points had been especially noticed in the meet- 
ings of the Congress, and in the speech of 


Baron D’Ondes Reggio. The association of - 


Italians called the O'Connell League, for pro- 
moting liberty of teaching in Italy, was 


MR. GLADSTONE ON THE ITALIAN CHURCH. 
The first number of the Church Quarterly 
Review (published by Spottiswoode and Co., 
London) has been issued. It is believed that 
Mr. Gladstone is the author of the article, 
“ Italy and her Churches,” which begins in 
this wise: “Let no eusceptibilities, Puritan, 
Protestant, Anglican, or others, be startled if 
we observe that Rome is, and may long be, in 
some important respects the centre of the 
Christian world. It is indeed a centre which 
repels as well as attracts, which probably re- 
pels even more than it attracts, but which, 
whether repelling or attracting, influences. 
It need not be feared, but it ought not to be 
overlooked, as the navigator fears not the tides, 
but yet niust take account of them. It in- 
fluences the wide Christendom in which -Eng- 
land with its Church is an isolated though 
not an inconsiderable spot. The political 
power of England is great, but its religious 
influence is small. The sympathies even of 
Nonconforming England with continental 
Protestantism are and must be partial; the 
dominant tone and direction of the two are 
far from identical). The Church, though in 
rather more free contact than our Noncon- 
forming bodies with the learning of Protest- 
ant Germany, is of course more remote from 
its religious tendencies. The Latin com- 
munion forces the Chureh of England more 
and more into sharp antagonism, and we are 


only beginning to sound the possibilities 
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the middle and upper classes.” This result | [The Jmparcial states that the Government 
bas sent a note to the Vatican, declaring that 
it respects the Concordat, “except in so far 
as it creates internal rights.” whee ged 
tears, at a public meet- /mparcial, the note points out inter- 
Cadiz, I entreated to be national engagemerits render it impossible, for 
allowed to carry the Gospel of God's grace to grave reasons of State, to re-establish Catholic 
unity in Spain, which, although stipulated by 
the Concordat, can in no way be considered as 
an invariable and internal principle. The 
Spanish Government, while admitting that 
: the Concordat has-been violated, states that it 
> Satan—by likewise building house of prayer, | is compelled to accept accomplished facts, und 
the Protestant cause would have been ail the | therefore to reapect religious toleration. | 
stronger in Spain. A. 
ITALY, 
A ROMISH CONGRESS. 
A “Catholic Congress” held its ittng 
lately at Florence. The Archbishop of | 
Florence, Mgr. Limberti, delivered the in- | 
3 augural address, A Papal brief was read, | [iii 
to the principles of the Catholic religion, and | 
i to guard against all ideas of conciliation,” | specially recommended to members of the 
. which his Holiness designates as traps laid by | Congress. 
| the Liberal Catholic party. The Pope, in a 
letter to the Congress, said: “ Beware, above | 
| 
| 
‘ | 
i | 
| 
| 


@ other country in E 


to be rather more exempt than any 
from the weaknesses 
not only of enthusiasm, but of belief—-main- 
tained by sheer force the Papal throne until the 
exigencies of the German crisis compelled her 
in 1870 to evacuate Civita Vecchia. May 


Europe, and one of those ’ 
of which England cannot altogether shut her 
ears, The powerful setting of the current of 
human motive and inclination which we all 
term fate seems to determine towards 
another deadly contest with Germany \for the 
hegemony of the Continent. No doubt her 
words, and, what is more, her thoughts, to-day 
are those of peace ; but her under-thought, 
to to speak, the embryo of her mind in the 


association can hardly arise in the normal shape 
of alliance between state and state. Under 
this head she may count, according to general 
of "Spain. 


writer) that Italy would fall into a grave error 
Were she to force upon her Government 4 


which shall restore them to thoee to whom 


— 


GERMANY. 


THE PROTESTANTENTAG. 
The ninth German Protestantentag was held 


at Breslau’ during the last days of September. 


The associations have done a great deal to in- 
crease their influence. They have attempted 
especially an attack upon Hanover, where the 
Church authorities have hitherto successfully 
prevented the invasion by Rationalist pastors. 
But as yet the members of the Protestanten- 
Verein have found little sympathy with their 
addresses in Hanover. The activity of the 
society has altogether increased somewhat the 


members of the society. There are now 125 


aim it is to make Christianity more acceptable 
to the people! The first day was dedicated 
to the question of public worship. Though 
the wish for a reform of the present ritual was 


very divergent. It was proposed 
should be made more free from the | 


control of the Church Government; that he 
should preach less on dogmatic than on general 
questions; that the buildings themselves in 
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of ‘fature, which waits for its development and 
tion for an atmosphere to live in, is war—war for 
writer 

When the that terrible war shal! arrive, 
the very instinct of mature will teach her to 
strengthen hereelf by association with all the 
Noweuchan 
lies so perilously near ite seat ME | But a country which, after rising so high, has 
life. In the claim of the Latin Charch to | sunk so low, and which resembles France at 
territorial sovereignty, the nations of Europe | present only in its incapacity of self-govern- 
\ generally may be thought not to have any 
other than a secondary concern ; but for Italy 
it is palpably matter of life and death. Italy 
must cease to be the nation of the Papacy, 
and must consent to the mutilation of the partly governs and partly plots in 
triple crown. So far as this problem is one 
of material forces, it seems to depend primarily 
on Italy herself. But itdoes not depend wholly 
or ultimately on Italy. France—which had | of these countries, but which is every where 
no territorial interest to defend, and which is | coherent, everywhere tenacious of its purpose, 
everywhere knows its mind, follows its leaders, 
and bides ite time. We believe (continues the 
policy of interference in religious affairs, But 
what may be fairly expected of it is that as it 
she not or can she not ever do this again? A | surrenders its inherited powers, it shall pro- 
question of vast and profound interest to | ceed on some orderly and well-considered plan, 
_ they properly belong, instead of leaving them 
| to be engulfed in the devouring maw of the 
Popedom. This, it is plain from the Minis- 
terial statement, has not yet been accomplished. 
The article proceeds to ge a number of 
new cases in which  laify of Italy have 
exercised the right of @ecting their own 
ministers in defiance of the Vatican. 
{From our own Correspondent. | ee 
——, Prussia, Oct. 21. district associations, with 925 members. What 
universal, the means proposed to make divine 


7 ' point in the debate was the expressed 
| ae wish that a National German Church should 


Christian people wish, whose feelings generally and Church Governments, and all religious 
revolt against any change. However, the Pro- | associations, to seek by all means in their 


put themselves in ‘opposition to the laws of | evil. The Congress expecially begs the State 
the empire, have sanctioned an untruth at the | authorities to grant Sunday rest to all their 


of the Lord’s-day.” Let us hope that also 
this excellent appeal will not remain in vain. 
Undoubtedly the religions life would be far 
more developed in Germany_if we had a Sun- 
; day in the full sense of the word. 


FRENCH PROTESTANTS IN BERLIN. 
so it was thought wiser not to hold it.| There is in Berlin a French Reformed con- 
The Congress for Home Missions, however, | gregation, which dates from the time of the 
has specially practical objects in view. By | Great Elector, after the revocation of the Edict 
being separated from the Kirchentag it re-| of Nantes in 1685. It is an incorporated 
_ . eeived a more catholic basis. By meeting in | body, under State protection, and a recent 
a Lutheran country like Saxony, it especially | strife which has broken out between the Con- 
invited the Lutherans to give in their adhesion | sistory and the people shows that it supports 
to it. The Congress is eminently a work of |sixclergymen. The Consistory wish to cut off 
peace, not intended to discuss religious dif-| one minister, but the people object. It can 
ferences, but to produce a friendly intercourse | hardly be that there are French Protestants 
between brethren on the duties common to all. | enough in Berlin to require the ministrations 
About 500 men from all parts of Germany | of six pastors. bined 
j 
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which worship is held ought to bee sermon | met for a work of love in the spirit of 
the first day 
Duchy of 
responsibility 
welfare 
upper 
have 
and 
~ as possible, inasmuch as the religious ceremony | future of the German peuple is endangered 
is truly the beginning of a Christian marriage. | God's institution of rest and sanctification of 
These resolutions certainly do justice to the | the Lord’s-day is not restored. The Congress 
laws of the State—far more even than | therefore requests all in authority, all Synods 
anten ugbt if necessary are | power, roug egisiation, ’ 
that the Church Governments have thereby ete. and by their own example, to repress the 
altar, and brought confGsion into many con- | officials ; it begs all fathers and mothers to 
sciences ! P make their houses places for the sanctification 
HOME MISSIOY4RY CONGRESS. 
| A very different esembly met a week later 
Ey at Dresden. It was the Congress for Home 
oi issions. Since the year 1848 this Congress 
f has very two years in close connection 
' with the Kirthentag. The latter might easily —— 
| 
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Alliance. 


PRAYER FOR HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OF WALES. 


The Council of the British Organization of the Evangelical Alliance affectionately in- 
vite all the members of the Alliance to offer prayer in their families and congregations for 
safety of the Prince of Wales throughout his journey and visit to India. 
supplication be made that his Royal Highness’s presence and 


also that 
 jnfieence A ag Empire may not only tend to strengthen the loyalty and advance 
the aid 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE, 
Presented to the Annual Conference, held at Belfast, October 19-22. 


The Council, in presenting the twenty-seventh annual report of the transactions of the 
British Organization of the Evangelical Alliance, desire to record the deep satisfaction felt by 
them in accepting for the second time the invitation of their esteemed friends in Belfast. 
Those who remember the assembly that met in 1859 will not be unmindful of the cordial 
welcome then given to the friends of Christian union, nor the hallowed intercourse then 
enjoyed with brethren from different lands and different sections of the one Church who 
conferred on subjects of mutual interest touching the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Whilst rejoicing to meet again on the present occasion some who shared the Chris- 
tian fellowship and deliberations of that year, we are admonished of life’s fleeting character 
by the absence of many who were then with us, but whose places on earth now know them 
nomore. They have gone from us to enjoy the beatific rest and perfect alliance in heaven, 
but their names are enshrined in our memory, and they leave us their Christian example to — 
follow and the excellent gift of charity to cultivate, as greater even than faith and hope, in 
commending and spreading the Gospel throughout the world. 

Your Council, in reporting briefly the principal transactions of the society since the last 
meeting of the British Organization of this Alliance, would ask you to unite with them in 
devout thankfulness to the Great Head of the Church for His mercy and favour vouchsafed 
to them in maintaining and extending the bond of Christian fellowship both in this and in 
other countries, and in carrying out those religious and practical objects which illustrate the 
benefit and blessing of Christian union—a union resting upon surer foundations than any 
ecclesiastical conformity—that of agreement in essential doctrine, exemplified in the virtues of 


Christian life. 
PROGRESS OF THE ALLIANCE. 

It is gratifying to report that since the last Conference a far larger number of lay and 
clerical members have joined the Alliance throughout the United Kingdom and other countries 
than in any equal period of its previous history ; whilst many new branches have been formed 
in the United States, in Canada, and in different parts of Europe and of Asia, strengthening 
the Alliance and showing its adaptation to meet a felt and frequently expressed want—that 
of a common basis for correspondence, fraternal fellowship and co-operation among Christians 
of all countries, for mutual aid, united prayer, and for the defence and spread of the Gospel 
throughout the world. 

_ CONFERENCES AT NEW YORK AND MONTREAL. , 

Your Council revert with grateful satisfaction to the beneficial results arising from the 
last General Conference of this Alliance, held in New York, The last of a series of (@cu- 
menical Christian Conferences, convened by the Alliance and held in various capitals in 
Europe, it exceeded them all in its proportions, in the learning, piety, and eminence of the 
Christian men of different nations who came to take part in its proceedifigs, and in the influ- 
ence reflected on the life and activity of the Churches which sent delegates to its assembly. 
A fresh impulse was given to Evangelical religion in many parts of the United States and 
other countries, which told beneficially upon the preaching and spiritual life of the Churches. 
Where branches of the Alliance did not previously exist, Christians associated themselves 
into alliances for the purpose of bringing the followers of cur Lord fate harjonloup action, 

The New York Conference was succeeded the following year 1874) bya Conference 
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light and blessings of the Gospel in that land. 
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worth y of the occasion. Your Council were ably 
the Earl of Cavan, General Burrows, ard the Rev, Dr. Donald Fraser, who took part in the 


proceedings. 


of faith offered by God's children “with one accord” and “agreed touching the things they 
ask,” was graciously heard and answered in manifold forms of blessing. | 

The circular invitation for the first week of January, 1876, has been carefu!ly prepared, 
and is in course of circulation throughout all countries. To promote union in prayer at 
stated seasons and on special occasions has been the aim of the Alliance from the commence- 


at the heavenly throne ! 
PRAYER FOR IRELAND. 


The attention of the Council having been called to the desirableness of inviting Chris- 
tians to set apart a day for special and united prayer for a more abundant blessing to rest 
upon the preaching of the Gospel and other evangelistic efforts in Ireland, they invited the 
members of the Evangelical Alliance throughout the United Kingdom, the Colonies, and the 
United States of America to set apart the 17th of March, being St. Patrick’s Day, for that 
purpore. There is reason to believe that the day for united prayer was extensively observed, 
and that much united and fervent supplication was offered for the divine blessing to rest 
upon the preaching of the pure word of God, and for the free and unconditional reading of 
the Holy Scriptures among the people. Knowing how largely our Christian brethren in 
Ireland need to be sustained by the sympathy and prayers of their fellow-Protestants of all 
sections of the Church of Christ, the Council cordially complied with the request made to 
them by members of the Alliance, and trust that the earnest prayers that have been offered 
up will be answered, in God's own time and way, with “showers of blessing” on that land. 

VISITS OF FOREIGN POTENTATES. 
_ Advantage has been taken of Royal and Ambassadorial visits to present addresses on the 
subject of religions liberty, the free circulation of the Holy Scriptures, and the protection 


of Christian labourers seeking to spread the light and blessings of Christianity in their . 


respective lands. In these cases, including the visit to London of the Ambassadors from 
Japan, the Shah of Persia, and the Emperor of Russia, the addresses have been courteously 
and graciously received. 

SABBATH OBSERVANCE IN SWITZERLAND. 

One of the happy and immediate results of the General Conference of the Evangelical 
Alliance at Geneva in 1861 was a simultaneous movement for the better observance of the 
Lord’s-day throughout Switzerland. The united action of Christians in several cantons was 
greatly blessed. The Council during the last year received the gratifying intelligence that 
a prize of the value of 50/. had been given for the best essay on the numerous advantages 
arising from a day of rest after six days’ labour. The Committee of Award was composed of 
the most eminent physicians and professors of the Swiss Confederation. 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 

Your Council consider it to be a high honour put on the Evangelical Alliance by the 
Great Head of the Church to be the means of strengthening the weak and shielding the 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake in foreign lands, That in many instances it has been the 
means of doing this effectually is well known, showing that, by combining the sympathies and 
energies of Christians all over the World, this Alliance is able to use a moral power beyond 


what any one section of the Christian Church could alone exert, and which has been respected — 


by the Sovereigns and Statesmen of European and other countries, att 
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held in the city of Montreal, to inaugurate the formation of the Dominion Branch of the 
Evangelical Alliance. The attendance was exceedingly numerous, and the subjects which 
a were, in their variety, magnitade, and importance, 

UNITED PRATER. 
The invitation to set apart the first week of the new year for united prayer, and signed 
by the representatives of the British and Foreign Organizations of the Alliance, has been, as 
usual, issued, translated, and universally distributed. There is reason to believe that the 
interest in this annual Week of Prayer in January increases, that its observance extends, and 
that with each year there is a larger numer of assemblies for prayer in the towns and 
villages of each country. The communications that have been received from many and 
distant lands furnish evidence of the most gratifying nature that in many instances the prayer 
ment, and one of its special and honoured means of usefulness. May the Spirit | grace 
and supplication be more abundantly poured out upon the assemblies of His people united 


greater blessings than even the most hopeful could have anticipated. Not only is there at 
present full religious liberty, but hundreds and thousands of persons who by fraud or by 
Protestant community. The movement of the Evangelical Alliance has had the effect of 
the steps taken by the Evangelical Alliance.” 
PERAIA. 

On the occasion of the visit of the Shah to London, his Majesty was reminded in grateful 
terms by a deputation from this Council, of the steps taken, in response to an appeal from the 
Evangelical Alliance, to give protection to the Nestorian Christians occupying land in Oroomiah, 
and of his Majesty’s gracious gift in consequence, of a piece of land and the sum of 1004. for 
the erection of a place of Christian worship for their use. A letter received in the course of 
last year from one of the missionaries in Persia supplies a gratifying proof of the sincerity of 
his Majesty in promising full religious liberty to his subjects. A teacher and another Chris- 
tian convert at Tabreez having been beaten and thrust into prison at the instigation of 
Moslem fanatics, the facts were telegraphed to Teheran by his Majesty's Consul-General, 
which resulted in orders being speedily sent by his Majesty to have the prisoners released 
and the governor sharply reprimanded for a violation of the instructions he had received. 

TURKEY. 

The attention of the Council has been actively engaged throughout the past and present 
years on behalf of their suffering fellow-Christians in Turkey. Contrary to the terms of the 
Imperial decree granting full religious liberty to all the subjects of the Sultan, grievous cases 
of persecutiqn both at Lattakia and at Marash have occurred, calligg for the active and united 
efforts of the Alliance to redress the wrongs of our brethren. The facts, which have been 
made public through various channels, having been established both by the Turkish branches 
of the Evangelical Alliance and by the consular agents of his Majesty, were laid before his 
Majesty’s Government, in the hope that the strong representations made by the Earl of Derby 
on the subject would lead to a prompt and satisfactory termination of the persecutions com- 
plained of This expectation not having been realized, your Council directed that an address 
to the Sultan should be prepared and conveyed by an influential deputation to Constan- 
tinople, with instructions to present it personally to his Majesty, in the hope that the facta, 
when brought before the attention of the Sultan, would receive the consideration which 
_ justice, humanity, and fidelity to engagements demanded. Her Majesty's Secretary of State 

for Foreign Affairs having been consulted, approved the step, and instructed the Ambassador 
at Constantinople by telegraph, to ascertain whether on the arrival of the deputation, an 
audience of the Sultan to present the address could be procured. The reply, officially com- 
municated by the Earl of Derby, was favourable. The Turkish Minister informed the 
British Ambassador that “he had no doubt that upon application the Sultan would receive 
the members.” The deputation, on arriving in Constantinople, were not prepared to hear 
for the first time objections raised on grounds which appeared to them weak, and indicating 
rather official disinclination to have the grievances laid before his Majesty than difficulties 
arising from causes which the deputation would have been the first to respect. This impres- 
‘sion, made on their minds at the time, bas been confirmed by a telegram since received 
from Constantinople, reporting an official interview granted by the Sultan to the British 
Ambassador, and communicating, in reference. to the visit of the British deputstion, 
that “ his Majesty graciously observed, that the late Grand Vizier had misunderstood his 
duty, for that his Majesty would have been very glad to receive persons who, coming ina — 
friendly spirit, desired to lay before him a matter affecting the welfare of his subjects.” The 
results, although not accomplishing the main object the Council had in view, were nevertheless . 
gratifying. The public attention drawn by the presence of the members of the deputation,. 
and the sympathy expressed in many quarters with the object, led to the redress, on the part 
of the Turkish Government, of several grievances of which the Protestant community and 
other religious societies had long complained, restrictions in the way of the free printing of 
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RUSSIA. 

The deputation to the Emperor of Russia on behalf of the oppressed Lutherans in the 
Baltic Provinces hes produced gratifying resulta. An esteemed currespondent and a member | 
of that deputation wrote to your Council: “ The effort which the European and American 
branches of the rvangelical Alliance made on behalf of the Raltic Protestant eanited ir 


members of various Evangelical Churches. The sabject was thought the more 
to this society, as on different occasions action had been taken in this direction, In 1851, 


were obtained by the Evangelical Alliance for preaching the Gospel in Exeter Hall on the 
pastors, both of the State and Free Churches, 


ane 


thw 


congregations, during the holding of the General Conference in New York. The Council, in 
consequence of communications made to them on the subject, convened a meeting of 
ministers and laymen in London for the consideration of the question, with a view to the 
adoption of such steps as might be thought expedient for bringing about a legal settlement 
of the question. Their noble friend and President, Lord Ebuary, occupied the chair ou 
that occasion, and able addresses were delivered by distinguished ministers and laymen, who, 
one and all, deplored the present ambiguity of the law, and desired that steps should be 
taken to arrive at a satisfactory settlement of the question. 

The action which the Alliance has taken in the matter renders the following communi- 
cation, received last year, the more interesting: “The interchange of pulpits is being intro- 
duced in Ireland. It is stated that, during a meeting of the General Synod in Dublin, a 
clergyman of the Episcopal Church supplied for a minister of another denomination who 
was indisposed, preaching in a Methodist church on the Sunday evening. Instances of the 
same kind have occurred in other parts of Ireland. In a.Presbyterian church near Lisburn, 
an esteemed vicar officiated on a special occasion, and another clergyman preached subse- 
quently for a Presbyterian minister in Belfast.” 

CONFERENCE IN ROME. 
_ -In the autamn of last year your Council instructed the Secretary, with a view to extend 
this Alliance, and to promote a more frequent communication between the British and 
foreign branches of the Alliance, to visit several cities in European countries, especially Italy,  _ 
and to ascertain whether it would be desirable to entertain the idea of holding aConference of _ 
Christians of various nations in the city of Rome. The Secretary's report of that visit having — 
been published, it is only necessary to refer to a portion of a resolution unanimously passed 
bee at a large meeting held in Rome the 14th October, 1874, at which an Italian Branch of the 
CUS Alliance was formed. The following is an extract: “ Deeply sensible of the importance of 
Christian union, and rejoicing in the divine blessing which bas very largely rested upon the 
, assemblies of the Alliance, held in various capitals of Europe, and last year in the city of 
| New York, they are persuaded that the time has arrived when, with the full religious liberty 
enjoyed in this land, a Conference, under wise arrangements, of Christians from different 
countries, held in the city of Rome, would be not only expedient and practicable, but of 
deepest interest, and likely to be largely blessed. The testimony that would be given to the 
doctrines of Evangelical truth, and to the union of all followers of our Lord, notwithstanding 
national and ecclesiastical differences, would, in their judgment, eminently serve the cause of 
truth in this land, and greatly encourage those who seek the increase of that kingdom which 
is righteousness and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. This meeting would assure the 
it members of the Alliance in Great Britain and elsewhere of an affectionate welcome, and of 
a the active support of Christians in Rome, in order to carry out the proposal.” —' i 
Ven The subject, about which the Council feel a deep interest, will be brought under the | 
1 q Spe consideration of the present Conference, with a view to arriving at some conclasion after — 
Pett \ hearing the views of our brethren in Rome expressed by'a member of their committee whom 
\ it is our privilege to welcome on the present occasi 
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| the Bible have been removed, and it is further gratifying to learn from the British Ambassador 
/% that the mission of the Evangelical Alliance, in supplying an evidence of the indignation with 
ia which religious persecution is regarded, could not fail to have a beneficial effect upon the 
| my Ottoman authorities throughout the empire, and to restrain the Government from giving farther 

cause for remonstrance. 
PULPIT INTERCHANGE. 
The attention of your Council has been called to a subject intimately bearing on the 
; . ical exhibition of Christien union—viz, the interchange of pulpits among Protestant 
. conducted divine service on successive Sundays. In 1867, during the Exhibition 
the Salle Evangelique, by « free offering on the part of the Imperial Government, was 
erected, and British and foreign clergymen of various orthodox denominations conducted 
divine service, preaching from the same pulpit the Evangelical doctrines of the Christian 
faith. A similer practice was observed, to the satisfaction and edifying of various 


1,468.) EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 337 


ADDRESS TO THE PRINCE OF WALES. 
. Your GUouncil, taking occasion of the Prince of Wales's intended visit to India, and 
being deeply impressed with its importance to the socia! and religious welfare of the people 
in that great empire, presented an address to his Royal Highmess, which was graciously ac- 
knowledged. The following is a copy of the address :-— 
“ Evangelical Alliance, 7, Adam Street, Strand, 
London, W.C., Oct. 6, 1875. 

“ May it please your Reyal Highness—The Council of the British Organization of the 
Evangelical Alliance, a society composed of Christians of various denominations throughoat 
the United Kingdom ani the Colonie«, desire to express the satisfaction with which, in 
common with all classes of Her Majesty's eabjecta, they have beard of your Royal Highness’s 
intended visit to India. The Council beg to assure your Royal Highness that, cherishing 
a profound attachment to your Royal Highmess’s person, and entertaining a deep sense of 
the importance of this visit to the social, moral, and religious interests of India, they will offer up 
fervent prayer, and will request the prayers of Christians generally, for the protection and blessing 
of Almigbty God to be vouchasfed to your Reyal Highness throughont the journey. The 
Council earnestly desire ani hope that your Royal Highness’s visit to this vast and ::nportant 
portion of the British Empire may strengthen the cordial relations already existing bet ween 
India and this country, increase its material prosperity, and, above all, strengthen the bands 
of those in that land who are. labouring to diffuse the light and blessings of Christianity 
which have so powerfully contributed to the welfare and greatness of England. 

“ Signed on behalf of the Council, 
“ Curcnester, Atrrep 8. Resear Losu, Foron, Treasurer; 
F. Eanpisy Wiuasor (Major-General), Mover; A. 
Sevonder ; Lockmart Gorpos, Ropert Jounstow, J. Hour Sxixyer, 
| Liepewroop, Captain Samus. Smoopniper, A. 
General auta.; C. AT Cuastet pe Bomvuse, D. Fraser, vp. 
J. S. Rosset, R. Brooxe (Lieut.-Colonel), Josera 

Anous, D.D.; James Davis, Secretary. * 
“To His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales.” } 


The following is a copy of the reply :— 

“Marlborough House, Pall Mall, Oct. 11. 

“ My Lord,—I am desired by the Prince of Wales to acknowledge, with his cordial 
thanks, the receipt of the address of the Council of the British Evangelical Alliance, on the 
occasion of his departure for India, and for the prayers they offer for his health and safety. 
It is the pleasing hope of his Royal Highness, and one of his most cheering reflections in 
undertaking his journey, that its result will be followed by an increased loyalty to our — 
Queen and her Government, that it will strengthen the bonds of union with ourselves and 
with the various States composing our Indian possessions, and thus contribute to the geueral 
servant, (Signed) “ W. Kwoutys, General, avd Controller 


of H.R.H. Household. 
«The Earl of Chichester.” 
CASH STATEMENT. 


Your Council are happy to acnounce that, by a careful oversight of expenditure, they 
have been able, notwithstanding an additional outlay for special objects promoted by this 
Alliance, to avoid any serious excess of income, and remain, therefore, free from debt. The 
income of this society for the year ending June 30 last pen- 
diture, 1,908/. 10s. 7d. ; leaving only « small balance against the 9d. 
Your Council cannot, however, refrain from expressing their regret that 80 many mem 
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Couneil feel persuaded that they supply the answer to a question sometimes pa 
good does the Evangelical Alliance accomplish t” At home 


subscribe some amount annually, both to sustain the organization in its incressingly impor- 
tant work and to extend its operations. 
CONCLUBION. 
In presenting this summary of the transactions extending over a brief period, your 
of 
enabling them to present their united protest against all who would rend asunder those - 
. 


— al (Reenter 
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the other.” His lordchip said, in conclusion : 
“ Brethren, I trust that I have explained the 
reasons which have led me to think that the 
Evangelical Alliance is worthy of that recep- 
tion which I cannot doubt bat you will give 
it; and, so saying, | commend our visitors 


Queen's College, Belfast, on rising to welcome 
the visitors to Belfast, was received with 
cordial applause. He said: “My Lord Wave- 
ney, ladies, and gentlemen— When the Secre- 
taries of the Evangelical Alliance did me the 
honour of communicating to me the unani- 
mous wish of the committee that I should 
deliver an address on the present occasion, I 


- confess I almost shrank from a doty rather 


now out of my accustomed line, and conscious 
also that while advancing years add to ex- 
perience, they also diminish the power of 
arresting the attention of an expectant au- 
dience. But the call appealed to sentiments 
cherished from my youth, and came from a 


impediments we desire to remove, and of the 
hopes that inspire our hearts. Accept from us 
the assurance of our best wishes for your personal 
abundant success, under God’s blessing, both in 
your sphere of more immediate duty and in 
your efforts to extend the lamp of light to 
every benighted land. I leave to you, gentle- 
men, to afford us any information you may be 
pleased to impart; and now bear with me 
whilst I submit to this audience my humble 
testimouy—and, as I deliver it, I cannot but 
feel that years are rapidly fleeting—to the 
value of the objects and operations of the 
Evangelical Alliance. Men of science meet 
to discuss and illustrate the marvellons affini- 
ties that exist in the material world, produc- 
ing by their combinations results fraught 
with blessings to humanity, causing the spread 
of enlightenment and learning. Bat the 
affinities and transformation of matter fail to 
originate life, sensation, thought, or intelli- 
gence. On any sound inductive principle 
scientific investigation leads to mind, and to . 
an infinite originating Cause, not only capable, 
through creative power, of producing matter, 
but of imparting that intelligence and intel- 
lectuality to man that lays the elements of 
nature under contribution in order to adwamee 
the happiness of the human race. Believers 
in the God of Creation and in the Revelation 
in Jesus Christ know that Jehovah is both the — 
God ef Natare and the God of Grace; and in 
fact that He is to be known through His 
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| especially appropriate that you should visit | your desires, your consultations, with ours, in 
; this our Ulster. Two hundred and fifty years | bumble but hopeful endeavours to promote 
peg ago, between the Episcopal and the Presby-| the glory of God and the highest interests of 
| terian Churches was a virtual union, such a: | humanity, we bid you welcome to this town 
3 the spirit of your charter indicates. A work | and to this hall, greeting you with the words 
. | familiar to the most of those whom I address | of salutation with which Pau! prefaced eight 
pee tells us how ordination was given by a bishop | of his inspired epistles to various Churches— 
in conjunction with a presbytery, he himeelf | ‘Grace be unto you, and peace from God our 
sitting ea « presbyter.” The noble lord went | Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.’ The 
on to refer to the remarkable words lately | constraining power of divine grace has brought 
| spoken by President Grant, as a soldier speak- | you from your families and your flocks to this 
img to his old companions in arms: “The | the town of our habitation, to take counsel 
next political issue that will bave to be de-| with your brethren how the most effectual 
termined in the United States will not be in | means may be employed for extending through- 
| matters of finance or matters of government | out the Churches the living principles of Chris- 
in one way or other; it will be a contest be- | tian love and fellowship, and how advantages 
tween patriotiem and intelligence on one side, | may be taken of opportunities now auspi- 
and superstition, ambition, and ignorance on | ciously presenting themselves in regions long 
debased by sensuality and superstition, for 
ie the wide circulation of the glorious Gospel of 
2 the blessed God. You bring to us the tidings 
> of your labours, encouragements, and difficul- 
&s ties in the respective spheres of your opera- 
tions, and we, in return, will tell you of the 
heartily to the weleome which my reverend 
v friend is about to give them.” The noble 
< Chairman sat down amid warm cheering. : 
; The Rev. Dr. Henry, President of the 
re 
ei society affiliated for objects the highest and 
: most ennobling that can engage the powers 
ie and labours of man. Moreover, if in any- 
ies. thing the affinities of brotherhood exercise 
a controlling and combining influence over 
ad | the sensibilities and sentiments of men, I feel 
hat that the holiest union that ought to bind 
' 4 Christians, whatever be their language or their 
clime, into one sacred and inseparable bond is 
et that which originates in the brotherhood of 
ae the Redeemer himself, and clasps with the 
Beil right hand of hearty fellowship all who be- | 
__lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ. And 40, 
a brothers in the faith and thé love of Emma- ae 
oat | nuel, ye who have come from other regions = 
yaee and from other places to unite your prayers, ie 
| 
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ing is for the salvation of souls, and that that is 
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observance of the Lord’s-day. 


in relation to it have not been realized, 
is no less true that predictions of failure 


pon Governments so as to soften, if not 
silence “ the voice of the oppressor,” to secure 
liberty of conscience, and to open a way for 
the circulation of the Scriptures in Papal 
lands; while, by its employment of the 
press, much has been done to expose and 
counteract the workings of infidelity and 
superstition, and to promote a more sacred 
Its influence 
may be seen also in the organic union that, 
has been effected between some Christians 
that differed on minor points, and in the 
yearning after similar union amongst others 
who cannot yet “see eye toeye.” But my 
observations must bear more directly on those 
features of the Alliance which have been pre- 
sented in assemblies like the present, in 


‘bringing together for mutual conference | i 


members of various Churches, promoting 


fraterna] intercourse, affection, and sympathy, 
and exhibiting the essential unity of the 


_ brotherhood of Jesus Christ. We are here 


to-day, members of different Churches, and 
from different lands, standing on the one 


basis of God's written Word, gathered round 
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he accorded to them, and spoke briefly of the the one altar of stoning sacrifice, coming | 
progress of Gospel evangelization in the| through the one High Priest and Mediator 
lands whence they severally came. to s common mercyseat, svowing one 
The Doxology was then sung, and the Rev. faith for the remision of sina, realizing 
. Dharles Seaver having pronounced the bene- the communion of saints through the grace 
2 liction, the proceedings concluded. of the ome sanctifying Spirit, and looking 
forward to the coming of our Lord and Master 
WEDNESDAY, Ocropzr 20. with one blessed bope of the resurrection of 
| DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES. the dead and the life of the world to come. 
; The proceedings of the Conference were | We are not here to slight or undervalue 
: opened in the Music Hall. There was a very Church order and discipline, or to disown 
: large attendance, inclading the foreign dele- | the particular forms of worship or govern- 
: gates. The Rev. Dr. Porter; Moderator of ment to which we individually adbere ; but 
the General Assembly, presided: A hymn | we are here to maintain that the peace which 
+ having been sung, and a portion of Scripture | Jesus bequeathed to His disciples is not a 
having been read, the Chairman offered | matter of form; that the love which He 
praver. enjoined is not a matter of form; it is 
The Rev. J. W. M‘Kay then delivered principle of life, and it is thie that gives 
THE ANNUAL ADDRESS. beauty and diffusiveness and unity to form 
He said : The number of years that are | in whatever variety it may appear. In the 
possession of this life, are we not one? I 
, speak not of the oneness of the eye, or the 
: hand, or the foot—the oneness of the unit— 
f but I speak of the oneness of the body, the 
; oneness of unity in which the eye cannot 
say to the hand, or the hand to the foot, “I 
have no need of thee,’ for by one Spirit — 
a we are united in one body, whether 
have not been verified, and we may gratefully | our body be Episcopal, or Presbyterian, or 
reflect that, like David in one respect, the | Independent—whether our nation be English 
Alliance has “served its generation by the | or American, French or German, Spanish or 
will of God,” but, unlike him in another re-| Italian—whether, in the exercise of our 
spect, it has not “fallen on sleep.” Its | religious duty, we be bond or free. May I 
quiet moral influence has been brought to/| not say that the Evangelical Alliance has 
been the means of giving a visibility to the 
| oneness of our Christian life which was not 
previously apparent! There was indeed s 
convergence in our denominational braziches, 
as they rose above the mi-ts of our prejudices, 
: which argued some centre of union, some 
# commen source of life; but it has been in 
i st great measure through the operation of the 
Be Alliance that those mists have been clearing 
f away, and it has been made manifest that 
} those different forms were united in a common 
( stem, that they derived their nutriment from 
i a common root, that they lived by a common 
principlé ; that, as each had “ received Christ 
. Jesus the Lord,” so were they all “rooted 
and grounded in Him.” And is it not our 
$ duty to cultivate this life, this peace and love, 
* every way? Will it at all detract from 
| the strength, or beauty, or usefulness of our 
‘ to emvy or vex one another? Will it 
| promote the glory of our Master's king- 
4 dom, if we “dispute among. ourselves 
rather merge our. jealousy for their com- 


been hidden from the view of a perishing 
world. May we not have our hearts so “ knit 
together in love” that with a holier and nobler 
strife we shall “strive together for the faith 
of the Gospel”? Can we not so unite around 
the “name that is above every name,” the 


only “name under heaven among men whereby | 


we must be saved,” that we may “exalt His 


name together”? Then shall we not only 


BUSINESS PROCEEDINGS. 

Lord Alfred 8. Churchill was called to the 
chair, and introduced the business of the day 
by referring to the principles and history of 
the Alliance. His lordship observed that it 
had been in existence for twenty-five years, 
and had extended itself throngbout the world. 
Conferences had been held in towns in differ- 
ent places, and the result had shown itself in 
4 greater unity and harmony amongst true, 
evangelical, sincere Christians. They con- 
sidered themselves the great champions of 
religious liberty. On several occasions the 
representatives of the Alliance had appeared 


before foreign sovereigns to advocate the prin- 


ciples of religious liberty ; some of these his 
ip mentioned. These were practical 
fruits to which they could point as the influ- 


know for ourselves “ how good and how plea- ence of their exertions in the cause of religious 


sant a thing it is for brethren to dwell together liberty. 


With regard to the production of 


in unity,” bat—if I may apply to the Gospel | harmony among the members of different re- 


exhibition of our Lord's vicarious sufferings a | 


paseage that applies more immediately to the 
manner of His death—then shall we come 
nearer to the fulfilment of those words— 
“ And’ I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me.” All men shall 
know that we are His disciples by the love we 
have one to another, and our manifested one- 
ness shall remove one of the greatest hin- 
drances to the world’s belief in the divine 


mission of the Son of God. One word more. 


The business of our Conference is properly 
introduced by exercises of devotion ; and there 
is nothing wherein we have more cause for 
gratitude than in that arrangement which, 
through means of the Alliance, now annually 
girdles the world with a concert of prayer. 


It is this that, calling us away from cureelves, | i 


brings us into the immediate of Him 


of the asperities which separated them, they 
could point to that meeting held two years 
ago in New York, which was one of the most 
magnificent meetings ever held. The whole 
country was agitated by that meeting. The 
papers published the report of the proceed- 
ings, and on the last Sunday of the Confer- 
ence 20,000 attended five of these 

which were held simultaneously, and 
the effect was that throughout the Union the 
utmost amount of fellowship and good-will 
and harmony prevailed. It was needless to 


presence 
on whom we depend as the source of all loving spirit, and he trusted this result would 
wisdom, and-purity, and strength, and com- be visible in connection with the present 
fort; it is this that brings us into harmony | meeting. 
with the will and designs of Him “who' The Rev. J. Davis a 
to te the of | Dit (of whe wes to hove 
material nature, all in the events that shape attended the Conference, bat who arrived in 
the history of nations, all in the institutions | London too late to catch the train. ‘He also 
and ordinances of His Church and in the read a communication from the Bishop of 
experience of His people. 
heaven. Mag wo | ty’ be. but hoping that the 


the Alliance be distinguished by a baptiam of | adopted by the Conference. 
the Holy Ghost! | 
The Rev. Charles Seaver having led the! ‘The Rev. Dr. Aveling next rose to enforce 


‘meeting im earnest prayer, a hymn was! the practical resolutions of the Alliance, first, 
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. parative magnitude or brilliancy in our joy | sung; after which the benediction was pro- 
for the blended light of that constellation | nounced. ‘ 
in which they are gathered together into one 
in the keeping of Him who holdeth the stars . 
in His right hand?. We are called to strive | 
for the faith of the Gospel, but how often in | | 
our strivings have we dealt with Christ as the 
soldiers did with His raiment! And in our 
di@sions He has been divided, and in the 
carnality of our contentions He has been held 
down to the earth, and His attractions have | ' 
point to that boundless hospitality with which 
the delegates were received by their friends ! 
across the Atlantic. These Conferences, which 
were held periodically throughout the British ! 
es, ‘would result in bringing together the 
of blessing; may the Spirit be poured on us | Spirit of God. : 
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however, expressing his regret at the absence 
of the Dean of Canterbury. Having read the 
practical resolutions, Dr. Aveling proceeded 
with his address: “ Divide and conquer” was 

sage counsel, sound advice, given to one who 
forces. In the great conflict which is Being 
waged between the contending elements of 
light and darkness—truth and error, Christ 
and Belial—the god of this world has effected 
no better diversion in his favour than by 
acting up to this precept ; for, by sawing the 
seeds of discord among the children of God, 
he has helped to paralyze their efforts, or lead 
them, like the army that sprang up from the 
dragon-teeth sown by Cadmus, to a course of 
action which must issue in mutual mischief, 
if not destruction. With what success this 
has been done the dismembered condition of 
Christendom at this hour plainly shows. This 
is not only visible in the serious differences 
which exist between those who are naturally 


among those who maintain the few fuoda- 


of things which led to the establishment of 
the Evangelical Alliance. It is not surprising 
that, before this time, the thing it contem- 
plates should have been desired and sought 
by godly men; but, in their zéal to produce 
unity, they attempted too much. Some are fond 


of procrustean beds, forgetting that God has | i 


not made us all of the same people, mentally 
and spiritually, any more than physically. 
Neither uniformity nor unanimity constitutes 


uuity. A simpler definition is needed to be given, | i 


and we think the Evangelical Alliance has given 
it, or, at least, has approached as nearly to it 
as has been reached in modern days. It has 
been suggested that the word alliance is pre- 
ferable to that of union. “It expresses all 
the union possible among Christians who con- 
scientiously differ in forms of administration, 
while it admits of full liberty of individual 
opinion within a range agreed upon.” An 
alliance, as the word etymologically indicates, 
is a “bond.” Im this particular one, of 
which to-day I am speaking, Christ is the 
living principle of cohesion. 
the whole body, fitly joined together, and com- 
pacted by that which every joint suppligth, 
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“From whom | 
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maketh increase of the body unto the edifying 
of iteelf in love.” Now, the true basis of Chris- 
tian unity is not in uniformity of creed, eccle- 
siastical constitution, or mode of worship—+.c., 
does not consist in oneness of utterance, one- 
ness of oneness of method. Rome 
has all this, but she has not unity. So long 
as human nature is what it is—for with one- 
ness of race there is an endless variety, in 

habit of thought, order of mind, 
mode of education, and circumstances of life 


—awakens the admiring acknowledgment, 
“This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvel- 
lous in our eyes.” In all truly evangelical 
Churches, and among all real Christians, the 
essential component parts of a true unity— 
visible to God, if not to man—are to be 
found. 
lean by faith upon the Son of God—are 
one with each other in their union with 


the Master and their dependence upon > 


the Divine Spirit for life and sanctifica- 
tion, They \constitute the true Israel of 


Multitudes are to be met with who © 


God. Although marching as the tribes 


= will there ever be diversity in senti- 
ment, no matter what steps may be taken 
to make it otherwise. Rome boasts of unity ; 
but Rome’s coherence is not that of the 

| rock—under which similitude she is very 
| fond of representing herself. Rather may 
her system be said to find a not in- 

apt representation in a wall or structure 

built of bricks, united together by Roman 

thoroughly joined to- 

gether, very tough, and hard to break 

diametrically opposed to each other—as, pd paomceny bat all artificial; the bricks, the 

example, between the several advocates of | cement, and the union of the materials are 

Romanism and Protestantism—but it is seen | all of men, not of God. The trae Church 
Pe” may be presented under the form of a rock— 

mental principles of Evangelical religion. My | for that is the Lord’s creation, not man’s ; 

gg brethren, these things ought not to be. The | for we know but one scriptural representa- 

| existence of a yet unconquered world is a ‘tion of the whole matter: Christ is the rock, 

. | mournful commentary on the success of this | not His Church, which is built upon Him as 
| cunningly-devised stratagem of the adversary. its sure foundation, and against which, thus 

) | It was the consciousness that something was | established, “ the gates of hell shall not pre- 
wanting to meet this undesirable condition | vail.” Or, to use another figure, Rome's 

‘union is like a Mosaic table—formed of 

different woods. One must admire the in- 

_genuity, and skill, and patience required to 

| | put it together; but, so far as it is Mosaic, 
Z| |it is a manufactured article, and shows its 
: | haman origin. The union of the true Church 
es better represented by a table formed of the 

trank of a single forest-tree—some Welling- 

| tonia giganta—which has God alone for its 

rs | maker, and which has grown naturally into 
ts oneness of texture, its grain, and confor- 

mation, and which, when examined——the 

! more microscopic the examination the better 

| 
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their divergencies ; 
the billows, though the billows 
much alike, but they are certainly 
Where men are found who have 


Jesus Christ, let there be but opportunity 


= 


little hillocks on which they are wont to sit 
in their ecclesiastical enclosures, to the loftier 
_sublimer table-lands, where they breathe, 
in the serene atmosphere of trae unity, 
@ purer and more invigorating air, 


from the address of Dr. Crook at our 
meeting in New York in 1873: “The 
unity of the-€hurch does not consist in sub- 
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of opinion ; nor in agreements or resolutions 
of Christians that they will be one—that 
would be unity of a league or compact; nor 
in consent to follow a certain method of prac- 
tice—that is uniformity, and is a fruit of 
unity rather than unity iteelf, The unity 
we want is that of which Paul wrote to the 
Ephesians, and which is not always easily to 
be attained or kept, as is evident from his 
first words—*“ Endeavouring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of "— 1.4, & 
spiritual unity, one created by the Divine 
Spirit. What the Apostle meant, I think, 
is what I venture to assert is the thing at which 


another. As we are all children of God 
faith in Christ Jesus—*“ sons and daughters 
of the Lord Almighty ”—all must of necessity, 
unless the analogy is imperfect, and a dif- 


those whom the Master has received. 
They justified in asking this, “That ye 
may also have fellowship with us,” is an in- 
disputable demand, one from another, if all 
can say, “ Our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with His Son Jesus Christ.” “He that 
loveth Him that begat, loveth him that is 
begotten of Him.” Let us, brethren, get 
nearer to Christ, then shall we approach 
closer to each other; as the different circles 
around a common centre, the nearer they 
get to that centre must necessarily draw closer 
towards one another, May this desirable 
consummation be speedily reached! Love as 
brethren, live as brethren of the one common 
Father—members of the one great family in 
heaven and earth, which bears the name of 
Christ. Cleave together and to Him “ with 


purpose of ‘ 
Brethren ye are! oh, then, as brethren dwell : 
Linked, soul to soul, in blended unity. 
Like the requiring branches of a tree ; 
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of old did under different banners and in distinct 
a. all are travelling onward to 
of the undisputed territory 
over which 
sacramental 
leader- 
the Lord of 
EE GE contact with each other and | 
compared each other, they have been struck | 
«magnitude and number of their 
agreement, and the fewness and | 
we aim, when we say that the basis of clear 
unity must consist in unity to Christ: “ We are 
all one in Christ Jesus.” What is wanted is 
Son | the aniversal acknowledgment that all who 
for converse together, let heart touch heart, | belong to Him belong, by right of that 
ge be the subject of their communica- | holiest relationship, to one another. All in 
and as the warm sun proves an all- Christ, and one in Christ, is a basis broad 
powerful solvent of the separate snow-crystals | enough surely to take in the whole family of 
§=mountain-top, melting them and | God—“a multitude which no man can 
all together till they form | ber.” It cannot be wrong to believe that 
which flow down from their | that which binds men to God constitutes a 
ghts to the valleys below, and legitimate claim to their being received by : 
gladness wherever they go,—so 
ed and warmed by the genial 
operations of the Sun of Right- 
their coldness and isolatedness, 
her their sympathies and affec- ferent law obtains in spiritual relationship 
aa they form a living stream of holy from those which exist in natural ones, be 
to bless and make fruitful life’s bar- | brothers and sisters to each other.’ The 
ren wastes. That real piety which is inde- filial relationship insures the fraternal one. 
pendent of sharp! y-defined creeds, or constitu- If whoever does the will of the Father who is 
P| or formularies, lifts them up from the in heaven is mother, sister, brother, must 
they not all be of one family? Well, then, ; 
whence they see lying stretched out before ; 
them a wider and more glorious horizon than 
they could possibly have beheld from a lower | 
position, Breaking through the narrow 
boundaries within which they had been ac- | 
customed to take their limited walk, once | 
thinking that it comprehended the whole of 
the world with which they needed or cared 
to be acquainted, they find that there exist 
other fair regions beside those where they 
dwelt, visited by the same golden sunshine, 
pervaded by the same invigorating atmo- 
sphere, and evidently integral parts of the 
universal domain of God. Let me quote an 
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existence of the supernatural is now denied | 


—or, at all events, the Deity is removed to . 
an immeasurable distance from man, and the 


probability of His having ever spoken to him 
and granted bio a revelation of His will is 
treated as a scientific absurdity. At such a 
time those who love the Bible as the source 
of their happiness, and regard it a> the rule 
of their faith and the guide of their consciences, 
may well consider whether it is not possible 
for them to act more in unison and 

with one another more heartily than they 
have hitherto been inclined to do. Now, I 
suppose that we are all ready enough to show 
kindness to individuals who differ from us as 
to the form of Church government, or even 
in weighty matters of faith. Oar 

sympathies are easily called forth, and we 
mutually find in those with whom we have 
many points of difference so much with which 
we heartily agree, that we soon feel our hearts 
warming towards them, and are ready to let 
those things fall into the background upon 
which we take different sides; or, if we dis- 
cuss them, we‘do it im a friendly way, with 


no assumption on either side of or |. 
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All braving wind—all sharing storm y weather — whenever the Holy Spirit is renewing 
All patting on your leaves, and withering all together. she an & 
‘ Davis, Secretary, then unto a life : 
the annual report, which spears | they bave ond are is not their own, bat 
in the earlier pages of our number, | ceived from God; and the attitude which 
On the motion of Mr, Semuel Gurney | they most lore to assume is that of humble 
(London), seconded by Mr. James Carlisle, | scholars learning the lessons of truth and 
J.P, the report was adopted. holiness from the Word of God. The motto 
of all such will be, “Grace be with all them 
THE COMMUKXION AND CO-OPERATION OF CHRIS- that love our Lord Jesus Christ in ” 
TIANS IN ALL LANDS AN INCREASING OBLI- put while there is probably now more per 
18 sonal affection between individual Christians 
The Rev. James Davis said he had received | of varying creeds than at any previous time, 
from the Dean of Canterbury the paper| is there not often a widening gulf between 
which he had written for the occasion. It the Churches to which they severally belong! 
was as follows: Having been obliged very | “Of varying creeds,” I said; but, in so doing, 
reluctantly to abandon my purpose of being | I am guilty of an exaggeration. We have 
present in person at the Beifast Conference of | not different creeds, nor does any difficulty 
Evangelical Christians, I feel that it is my | exist upon this point. When in New York 
duty, as well as also a privilege, to send «| Christians of every Evangelical denomination 
_ few words in writing upon the most interest-| met in Dr. Adams's church, in Madison 
ing subject entrusted to me—“ How can Chris- | Square, the Nicene Creed was recited as 
tian men be induced to draw more near to | embodying the articles of our common faith, 
one another, and to help one another more and upon that basis of our all having one 
readily than they do at present? All feel common faith, as expressed in words agreed 
the need of greater unity; all deplore our! upon 


we trace these points of divergency up 
to the time when the division took place, we 
generally find that there were faults on both 
sides—faults which we all of us deplore and 
regret; and though the blame is not to be 
equally divided, but one or other side chiefly 
claims our sympathies, yet there is too much 
room for all of us to feel shame that the his- 
tory of the Church is often one so dark and 
melancholy. The words of our Lord have 
proved too true: “ Think not that I come to 
send peace on earth: I came not 


have divided Evangelical Christians 


-sebtarian infallibility; and this is the more 
g 


| | 
‘ 
: present unhappy divisions; all feel that there suecessive Councila, in which all Christian 
7 are dangers around us, and that our very faith communities of that time were represented, 
} is in peril. The attack is no longer upon the | we joined in worship together. We are not 
7 outworks of Christianity, or upon the form | kept apart by having different creeds, but by 
4 which special doctrines assume. The very | differences upon mattets of minor importance ; 
| 
| 
| 
ig | peace, but a sword.” His Church ought to 
* have been the centre of “good-will to men.” 
| Its mission was to teach “by pureness, by 
H. 4 | knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by 
Bf | the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned” As our 
Lerd’s words foreboded, and as facts have 
| shown, men have fought upon religious ques- 
tions with more rancour and malice and 
i _ bitterness than upon any that have stirred 
iS the political world. We have the great ad- 
He | vantage that in most of those matters which 
\ 
; wounds are no longer fresh and crude, but 
be are scarred over. The scar may be ugly 
if enough; it may be, and is, painful to see 
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evidenecs of deep connie end 
gushes made in Christ's body, the Church, by 
those who themselves belong 
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present life. 
continually prey upon us, or, like the 
gangrene, eat into our whole frame, then the 
faults of the past are still living faults, and 
ourselves guilty of dividing Christ’s 
Chareh. But generally, I trust, when read- 
ing the records of the pest, we mone of us 
wish to renew those conflicts, however fully 
we may give our sympathies to that which 
was the side of right and truth. The straggle 
of the weak against the strong, of right and 
against injustice and error, ought to call 


probably there is a very general agreement 
really in the way in which men of all sides 
look at the past, and in the verdict which we 
should all give as to the characters of most of 
the leading actors in those events which have 
done most to canse the divisions of the pre- 
sent day. But if thus there is so much of 
kind personal feeling in the present day, and 
as regards the past we are inclined generally 
form much same judgment upon the 


as Churches? We in the Church of England 
have admitted into our very Prayer-book, for 
use at the Holy Communion, a bymn, one 
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out its meaning, thus: “Grant, O Loni, re- 
newed life and increased saccess to Pree- 
bvterian, Methodist, Baptist, and Congrega- 
tional Churches,” how many would “ raise up 
their voices with strength” as they sang the 
words! And yet, on the other hand, very 
few probably would deny that every one of 
these Churches is doing Christ’s work ; and 
in so wonderful a case as that of the conver- 
sion of Madagascar no one could doubt that 
the Holy Ghost does set His seal to their work, 
and does manifestly show that the grace of 
God is limited to no Church, and no particu- 
lar organization of Christian people. Pro- 
bably we are kept to some extent asunder as 
Churches by the very completeness of our 
various organizations. The various bodies 
have their own congresses, and meetings, and 
assemblies; their institutions and arrange 
ments grow every year more definite and 
exact; they have their own literature and 
newspapers. And all this isright. But it is 
to be regretted that there are not more occa- 
sions like the present, when there is a repre- 
sentation of the whole “mystical body of 
Christ,” which is, as we acknowledge in our 


union in the hely work of spreading 
of God. All such gatherings 
greatly prized, because they lead - 
the recognition of the great truth 
that “the mystical body of Christ” is not 
confined to our own branch of the Universal 
Church, and that while we ought each of us 
to bring our own community as near as pos- 
sible to the mind of Christ, we must not 
arrogate to it the exclusive possession of 
truth, nor say that it alone adequately em- 
bodies that truth in outward ordinances. The 
two great cardinal doctrines of Protestant 
Christians are the supremacy of Holy Scrip- 
ture in all matters of faith; and, subject to 
Holy Scripture alone, liberty of conscience. 
If we truly hold these principles, we shall be 
more ready to unite and co-operate with one 
another, especially if we also bear in mind 
that our creed is the same, and that upon ull 
points of primary importance, and which 
affect the life of the soul, we are in general 
agreed. There is probably in the present 
day more of union than there was; certainly 
everywhere there is a strong yearning after 
unity. And as God sheds abroad 


should 


ord 
be 
us on to 


more of His love in our hearts, we. shall find 
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us hope that there are no newly-made and 
bleeding wounds, and that under the unsightly 
sears left by the stripes of bygone days there 
is sound, wholesome flesh. Perhaps it gum | 
be that history—or mther, 
events which history 
round each institutio 
Church these memen 
faults committed by it. | 
nothing with which men ha a OU 
can continue long pure pone | 
if, like the rough bark / 
scars are kept outside and the HEMfe is 
sound, though 
| 
Charch of England Communion Service, “ the 
blessed company of all faithful people.” 
Similarly, at the meetings of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, clergymen of the 
forth the strong sympathies of every manly | Church of England meet with the ministers 
mind. Many a cause overpowered at the | of other religious bodies, and find a pleasant 
time wins finally the victory, because its 
inner worth and the bravery and uprightness 
of its champions throughout all futare time 
enlist haman sympathies. But we need not 
fight\even righteous battles ovef again; and | 
| 
| 
| 
merits of events, and should mete out our 
praise and blame in much the same way, 
though the praise may often have to be given “i 
to our opponents and the blame taken upon / 
ourselves, or upon those of our own side, why 
is it that we are so removed from one another 
verse of which begins with the words— 
“ Revive Thy dying Churches, Lord.” | 
But literally translate it, bring 
| 7 ‘ | ill 
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ourselves approaching more nearly to one the Church of Christ was the one central, 


be glad to act more in concord, and to aid which, in His mercy, men should be gathered 


one 

are al) parts of Christ's Universal Church, and and 
are bound, therefore, to love one another, as | While the Church, as a divine 

being all members of His one body. | was 

Lord Waveney moved a vote of thanks to the Church was an equally important con- 

Dean of Canterbury for the admirable sideration, becanse it was only in proportion 

as she realized in its intensity, and unction, 

an expression of their sym- | and power the fulness of the divine life within 

pathy with him in the illness which pre- | her, that she could ever do the work without 

him from attending the Conference, | which she bad no right to exist as a Church 

he was 80 deeply | of Christ, and could never exert the inflaence 

interested. | God intended her to exert upon those around 

The Rev. Canon Battersby seconded the her. A dead Church, or a Laodicean or luke- 

resolution, which was adopted. warm Church, was a disgrace to God, a dis- 

After some remarks from the Rev. Mr. 
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not so demonstrative, perhaps, as their | system, to her finger-ends, he might say, and 
southern friends, he was yet sure that in no | make her a living embodiment of her Lord 
place in Ireland could the Evangelical Alliance } and Saviour. Her members should be living 
ereceive a more cordial and hearty welcome | Christs—he used the word in all reverence. 
than in Belfast; and that being so, he felt The Church is a divine institution, and the 


. 2" d rivalries. and contentions, we shall chosen to reveal himself to men; 
| The benediction having been vronounced, | upon it. The life of the Charch, therefore, 
the proceedings were brought to a close. 'was a theme of importance and interest. 
} 
et Alliance be more appropriately held than in | of the divine love, and give her an image and 
Belfast, for he took it that the marvellous power all divine down to her very feet, that 
iy increase of the town, regarding which Lord | those who eaw her approaching should say, 
; Waveney and he had been comparing notes | “ How beautifnl upon the mountains are the 
: for the last half-hour, had been mainly | feet of them that bring glad tidings of peace |!” 
i< caused by the principles of the Evangelical |—tlife in her brain, that she might think 
tf Alliance being acted upon practically in the | worthily of her mission and the influence and 
a4 town for the last fifty years, daring which | claims of philosophy and science and the 
| i time, he might tell the strangers present,| world; and life in her great loving heart, 
_ Belfast had jumped from a population of| that she might feel as she should ever- 
t 45,000 to about 200,000, and that, too, in| feel; and a life in ant&goniam to wrong- 
the face of a decrease in the population of | doing—a life and a love that, blended 
| Ireland of 40 per cent. Although they were | together, should penetrate ev of her 
| much pleasure in in coming amongst | life e Church, as its very hope and power, 
them and presiding that evening. After | must ever be worthy of their devoted and 
t some further remarks, he called upon the | earnest regard. He did not know abything 
i Rer. Mr. Chown. that benumbed the work of the Church more % 
1B} The \Rev. J. P. Chown (of London) then | than the belief that it was to be done by s 
ee offered up prayer, after which he proceeded | ministers or officers or societies,.or by any- | 
Be | to speak on “ The Life of the Church, and how | thing lees than the‘entire consecration of the 
fit > to. quicken it.” They all felt, he said, that | entire individual, and the united fellowship oN 
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his example. The last Church was 

the Methodist Episcopal Church, the work of 

was chiefly among the soldier. They 

had more than 400 soldiers converted from 
;| Popery. 


The benediction was then pronounced, and 


and, fifthly, the Wesicyan Methodist Church. | the proceedings terminated. 
of the Conference will appear in our next 


of the 
He al- 
secondly, 
Charch 


That Church had what none of the other Pro-; [The remaining portion of the proceedings 


fourthly, there were the American Baptists ;. 
testant Churches had—a village in Italy con- 
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gentleman then proceeded to 
various Churebes at work in Italy. 
luded first to the Vaudois Charch ; | 
the Free Italian Charch ; thirdly, 
which was called the Apostolic Church 
verted to Protestantiom. ‘The mayor of the | number.) 
village first gave his name, and al! the village | 
| SU BSC 25, 1875. 
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